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Meaningful Assessment:  Developing Multiple Choice Tests that Measure Higher Order Thinking Skills
Thursday, March 4th ~ 3:00-4:30pm EST

  
Overview 



This workshop will assist assessment leaders and faculty in constructing valid and reliable tests that address course and program outcomes.  

We in higher education must recognize that multiple choice tests are given in most institutions.  Although often only measuring memorization, they can be written to reflect higher order thinking skills – the thinking that promotes retention and transfer.  Because budgetary constraints are causing class sizes to increase, making these tests necessary, faculty and assessment administrators must know how to develop tests that evaluate learning beyond memorization levels.  

While these tests can contribute to the type of learning faculty and  institutions value, few faculty have been exposed to the process of developing valid and reliable tests that measure learning outcomes desired.  When tests are not written to elicit deeper learning and if the aggregated test results are not evaluated, we are missing a learning opportunity for students and an opportunity to improve learning and our programs.   To ensure that these tests address course and program outcomes, faculty and assessment administrators must know how to develop valid and reliable tests that can measure cognitive levels above memorization.  Unfortunately, the common practice of selecting items from a publisher’s test bank typically will not reflect the level of learning desired.  Furthermore, an effective and valid multiple choice test begins with a “test blueprint,” a process that may not be followed.   

  
Objectives  



This workshop will assist assessment leaders and faculty construct valid and reliable tests that address course and program outcomes.  The workshop will provide the necessary background to help participants coach their colleagues to develop exams that evaluate learning beyond the level of recognition. By using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: Cognitive Domain (1956), participants will learn how to construct a test blueprint to address not only course content, but the depth of learning desired, thus ensuring valid results. They will learn how to construct items and tests that accurately measure course or program outcomes reliably and how to evaluate these tests and test results for outcome assessment purposes, both for formative and summative purposes.  They also will learn how to use test results to help pinpoint learning weaknesses. In addition, participants will learn how to encourage students to prepare for tests demanding deeper learning tests. 


  

Who should attend? 


Assessment leaders
Faculty (Part-Time and Full-Time)
Deans of Instruction

Who is the speaker? 



Terri Flateby, Ph.D. served as the Director of Assessment at the University of South Florida, prior to her retirement and the formation of her assessment consulting business. Dr. Flateby earned the baccalaureate at Capital University and her Ph.D. from USF. She was the Director of Evaluation and Testing for fifteen years, during which time she facilitated faculty development workshops on constructing classroom tests to foster deeper learning and began coordinating assessment activities to strengthen learning.  During this time, she engaged in assessment of the General Education curriculum.  Her work in assessing and developing writing and cognitive levels (Cognitive Level and Quality of Writing Assessment) and extensive work with other institutions on how to assess learning outcomes has been published in a variety of venues. A frequent workshop presenter at national and regional conferences, she has consulted with institutions on writing and thinking assessment and developing institutional capacity to effectively assess and improve learning. 
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