
[image: image2.png]le_ Innovative Fducators



      
[image: image1]

The Nature of Developmental Writing:  Insights on Instructional Strategies for Student Success  
Thursday, April 8th ~ 1:00-3:00pm EDT 

If you can not make this date and time, you can watch the recording.  
  
Overview 



This session will offer fresh, specific, research-based, and research-proven perspectives on the teaching of developmental writing.  Its foundational content is a body of cognitive research that includes the presenter’s extensive twenty-year research program and captures the nature of developmental writing.  The presenter will summarize the research, offering clear descriptions of what developmental writers know and do when they compose text and how they differ from at-level writers.  This information points not only to what developmental writers need to achieve but also to how they can exceed all expectations for writing improvement and success, including the retention and application of skills studied, through appropriate learning activities.  Within this framework, the session focuses specifically and in detail on materials, class activities, and assignments that have proven successful in raising the achievement rates of underprepared and reticent writing students.  Discussion will take into account and address some of the factors that impede developmental writers’ success—lack of motivation, interest, or engagement; absenteeism; and the stigma often associated with development placement.    

Objectives  



Participants will

1. Become familiar with research on writing directly related to developmental instruction 

2. Analyze the nature of developmental writing, as it contrasts at-level writing 

3. Consider issues and conditions in view of the research that can impede the progress of developmental writers 

4. Understand the relationship between the research and instructional strategies 

5. Consider expectations for students, both at the course level and over the long-term, for course work beyond the developmental level 

6. Consider approaches to instruction in a broad sense 

7. Review instructional approaches through both modeling and examples 

8. Review different materials and assignments to understand their purpose, impact, and value relative to the topic of this webinar 

9. Consider the rationale and possible outcomes for teaching strategies and materials presented 

10. Reflect on their teaching strategies and affirm or re-consider approaches 

11. Formulate questions about the subject matter 

12. Consider broad issues in curriculum and pedagogy 

13. Receive ideas about how to approach changes in instruction 

14. Receive strategies for convincing others at their workplace that changes in developmental writing instruction are needed


  

Who should attend? 


· Developmental writing faculty 

· Academic support staff 

· Developmental writing program coordinators 

· Peer tutors 

· Academic affairs and retention administrators 

· Advisors

Who is the speaker? 



Dr. Linda Best is Professor and Chair of the Department of English at Kean University in Union, NJ.  She earned her Ed.D. from the University of Rochester (NY) in the area of cognition and instruction.  She also directs the Kean University Writing Project, an approved site of the federally-funded National Writing Project, the largest and most successful professional development program for teachers in the United States.

Dr. Best’s teaching experiences include developmental writing, ESL, composition, and advanced writing through the graduate level.  She has researched and written about the writing process extensively, publishing over 60 articles on the topic.  Her work includes a dissertation in 1993 that expanded Flower and Hayes’ cognitive model of composing as well as two textbooks and a memoir.  A new textbook project is currently in progress.  

Dr. Best is most widely known for her critical studies on the nature of developmental writing, which support her work to develop materials that facilitate students’ progress, elevate their learning and esteem, offer authentic content, engage them in the deep suprocesses of writing (e.g., planning, monitoring, questioning, reviewing, and so on), integrate grammar into writing practice, lend themselves to active learning, and support the retention and application of writing skills for use in other academic situations.

Dr. Best has participated in nation-wide studies in developmental education focusing on topics like student absences, limited engagements, lack of motivation, low self-esteem, and the tendency to work toward minimum standards rather than excellence.  She has served as an external evaluator at a number of institutions and has delivered well over 100 professional development sessions. Her work has transformed developmental writing into a thoughtful, critically-informed, and affirming process for both teachers and their students. 

Conference Registration Information
The Nature of Developmental Writing:  Insights on Instructional Strategies for Student Success 

	Name_________________________________
	Title: _________________________

	Institution: ____________________________


	Address________________________
_______________________________

City: _________________________



	State: ___________
	Zip Code:  ___________



	Telephone:  ____________________


	Fax:  ________________



	Email:  ____________________________


	Innovative Educators Password: ___________________________

(Please choose a password for our records and future registrations)

	Assistant’s Email:  ______________________
(For registration confirmations and pre-conference communication)

	


	Payment Method

	

	I would like to pay by:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Check   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Purchase Order   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Credit Card

	PO Number if applicable:


	Please charge to my credit card:   FORMCHECKBOX 
Visa    FORMCHECKBOX 
MC   

	

	Name on card:  __________________________________

	

	Signature:  _________________________________________

	

	Account number:  _____________ Exp. date:  ______    Security Code: ____________

	

	Billing address if different than above: __________________________________

	


You can call us at 303-775-6004 or fax the completed form to 1-866-508-0860. |
If you would like to mail the registration form in, please send it to:

Innovative Educators, 3277 Carbon Pl. Boulder, CO 80301

Cancellation Policy 
Please visit our website for individual event cancellation policies.  

Future Conference Announcements:

I wish to receive future conference/webinar announcements:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No


