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Making the Grade: Retention Strategies for First Year College Students
Friday, February 5th
 

 

Overview 


Why are first year students "at-risk"?  Some first year students may be at-risk because of the lack of academic self-awareness and other attitudes related to self-efficacy. This session will discuss proven strategies utilized in the retention efforts of first year at-risk college students.  These strategies are effective interventions for academic success, as proven by a three year study.  Participants will learn how to help first year at-risk students succeed at their institutions.  Strategies discussed will include, but are not limited to, academic monitoring, self-assessment (including a reality check), developing a relationship with professors, utilization of journals, and tutoring.  


Objectives 


-      Understand and define “At-Risk” first year students

-      Explain the process used to identify these students

-      Describe the strategies utilized to impact academic self-awareness and self-efficacy

-      Explain the three year study showing the impact of strategies used in student persistence and academic success

-      Discuss and share ideas for best practices


Who should attend? 


-      Faculty

-      Administrators

-      Professional Staff (Academic Advisors, Program Counselors)

-      Student Affairs Professional Staff

-      Anyone interested in retention related issues for “At-Risk” students

Who is the speaker?  


Dr. Beverlyn Grace-Odeleye is Assistant Professor/ Director of the Act 101 Program in the Department of Academic Enrichment & Learning at East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania. She has 25 years of experience in higher education at four different universities in the US. Dr. Grace-Odeleye has a Ph.D. in Organizational Leadership from Regent University and a M.Ed. in Counseling from Howard University. Dr. Grace-Odeleye’s current research interests include retention strategies and related issues, leadership development, and conflict resolution strategies for students. 
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